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has learned that there are some things he cannot do, but these are
few compared with the wonderful things with which he can be
continually busy. In his pen with his toys he has paper that he
can tear, spoons that he can play with, things he can pound, the
cloth book that he can treat recklessly. He is placed often
enough on a penned porch, in a nursery, in a plot in the back
yard, so that he learns the joy of freedom to do all that he pleases
with what is at hand, without the unpleasant "No, no" or
"Don't." Instead of "No, no, baby mustn't do that," it is,
"Here's a ball for baby," "Yes, baby may pound with a spoon,"
"Baby may play with the doll." And baby learns that mother's
many happy do's more than make up for her occasional don'ts.
Opportunity to Develop. It is important that from now
on the child should be given every opportunity to develop his
latent ability to do things, and in the doing of these his life will
be so full of positive interest that, with gradual lessening desire
for those things that are forbidden, he will go on his happy way
in the joy of continual accomplishment. An idea of a few of the
possibilities involved in some of the do's will be further sug-
gested in following chapters.
Negative Versus Positive Obedience. The difference, then,
between the methods of training necessary to obtain negative
obedience and those necessary to elicit the child's positive co-
operation is quite clear. In rather marked contrast to the dis-
ciplinary methods necessary to enforce the don'ts, we see the
gradual educational plan that must be followed if we would get
from the child obedience and cooperation in those things that
require positive effort and initiative. Obedience to the do's
comes properly not as to commands that arouse antagonism, but
as the result of example, courteous request, suggestion, and edu-
cation. Negative obedience is the result of mandate; positive
obedience a gradual development as the result of education and
training. The happy results so essential in home discipline de-
pend, we believe, to a very great extent, upon an understanding
of the difference between these and an intelligent working upon
this basis.
The two, of course, overlap and for a time continue together.
But in the home where the proper olan has been followed from